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French & Spanish Grade 8        Madame/Señora Vosseler         

vosselerd@mersd.org 
 

Course Description & Texts 

 
“Through learning language, we learn about culture. 

Through learning about culture, we learn respect for others. 
Through learning respect for others, we can hope for peace.” 

 
“Language is not a genetic gift, it is a social gift.  Learning a new language is 

becoming a member of the club – the community of speakers of that language.  
When you know another language, you suddenly realize there is a multitude of 

worlds.  You can become a member of EVERY club!”   
(Frank Smith) 

 

Course goals:  The main goal of eighth grade French and Spanish is for students to continue 

language acquisition through the functional and thematic study of vocabulary, expressions and 

grammar.  Students will gain higher levels of language proficiency by speaking, reading, 

writing and listening to French or Spanish in a relevant and communicative setting.  The 

language will be presented in the context of the culture of a French or Spanish-speaking region 

of the world.  Some vocabulary and expressions will reflect the cultural context of the chapter.  

Students will acquire language and cultural knowledge through the use of the text, workbooks, 

videos, authentic readings and listening activities, internet activities, journals, games, skits, the 

sharing of news, short essays, quizzes, exams, speaking assessments, short reading passages, 

etc. 

 

Students will speak and write about topics related to them and their lives, using colloquial 

expressions in the present, near future, present progressive and preterit (Spanish) or passé 

composé (French) tenses. Students will read and understand basic written and spoken 

directions, as well as short dialogues and authentic material pertaining to Hispanic or 

Francophone culture. Each student will present a short research project to the class about a 

French or Spanish-speaking city they will pretend to have visited.  

 

The five C’s of the National and Massachusetts Foreign Language Frameworks are:  

Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons and Communities.  Of the five Cs, 

Communication is the core goal of all foreign language instruction at Manchester Essex 

Regional Middle High School.  The remaining four Cs influence the context for teaching and 

assessing Communication.   

 

Texts, workbooks and ancillary materials: 
 

French 8
th

 Grade:   Bien dit!  Level 1.  Holt McDougal.    

Spanish 8
th

 Grade:   Realidades  Level 1.  Pearson   

  

 

I have read and understand this syllabus.          

                                                                                     Student Signature 

 

I have read and understand this syllabus.          

                                                                                     Parent/Guardian Signature 
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Specific Course Objectives Pertaining to Language Functions 

 

French Grade 8: By the end of the course, students in will be able to:  

 Offer, accept, or refuse food 

 Ask for and give an opinion 

 Inquire about food,  place an order, and pay the check 

 Ask about prices and give prices  

 Offer and ask for help in a store, and buy clothes 

 Make a decision 

 Ask for, give or refuse permission 

 Tell how often we do things 

 Describe a house 

 Tell where things are 

 Plan your day 

 Ask for and give directions 

 Tell what you need 

 Make and respond to requests 

 Give advice 

 Ask for and get information 

 Buy tickets and make a transaction 

 Inquire about and relate past events using most of the forms of the passé composé 

 

The above language functions will be presented in the cultural contexts of the west of 

France, Sénégal, West Africa, and the south of France. 

 

Spanish Grade 8: By the end of the course, students in will be able to:  

 Make plans for a celebration  

 Talk about and comment on meals and food 

 Order dinner, ask for and pay the bill in a restaurant 

 Describe family members 

 Describe your room and house 

 Talk about your daily routine of getting ready to go to school in the morning 

 Exchange information while giving advice 

 Discuss gift suggestions 

 Comment on gift selections and make comparisons 

 Ask about prices and pay for something 

 Describe your favorite and imaginary vacations 

 Exchange information about volunteering, recycling, and community service 

 Talk about past events using almost all forms of the pretérito, a past tense 

 

The above language functions will be presented in the cultural contexts of a variety of 

Spanish-speaking countries and regions such as Spain, Costa Rica, Mexico, and the 

United States. 
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Student-Centered Teaching Methodology 

 

Principles for a Functional, Integrated Skills Approach to  

Teaching Foreign Languages       
 

from ¡Claro que sí! by Caycedo Garner, Rusch and Domínguez 3
rd

 edition 

 

1. We learn by doing.  Only by practicing can students acquire a high degree of 

proficiency. 

 

2. Skill integration promotes language development.  Practice is designed so that 

one skill reinforces the others.  The four language skills are listening, reading, 

writing and speaking.  These skills are practiced in the Presentational, 

Interpersonal, and Interpretive modes of communication. 

 

3. Language is culture and culture is reflected in language.  By being exposed to 

real-life situations and by comparing other cultures with their own, students 

acquire an awareness of and respect for other peoples. 

 

4. Self-expression in the language contributes to attaining proficiency.  

Opportunities to express their own ideas, needs, and wants help students to 

develop proficiency and progress toward connected discourse. 

 

5. Recycling of material is essential in order to move from learning to acquisition.  
Continuous reentry of previously learned material leads students to acquisition of 

language functions.  Function indicates the actual purpose of an utterance (for 

example, to express likes and dislikes, to ask for and give information, to describe 

physical appearance, to ask for and give directions, and so on). 

 

6. Learning is enhanced when it is enjoyable.  If the material presented places the 

students in a relaxed, pleasant atmosphere, and if they enjoy class activities, their 

rate of success greatly increases. 
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Homework and Grading Policies for French 8 & Spanish 8 

 
I. HOMEWORK 

1.  It is exceptionally important to do homework and to study new vocabulary and grammar 

points on a daily basis due to the communicative nature of foreign language study.  

Students are expected to do a minimum of 20 minutes and a maximum of 30 minutes of 

homework each night.   

 

2.  Homework assignments will be written on the board under “Les devoirs: 

FRANÇAIS 8” or “La tarea: ESPAÑOL 8”.  Copy down the assignment in your 

planners. 

 

Missing homework is noted in the rank book.  Homework is very important and is 

worth a test grade each trimester.  Your grade will be positively affected if you do all 

the homework assignments for the trimester.   However, if you miss an assignment, 

your homework grade will drop. 

 
3.  To receive full homework credit you must: 

 have the assignment ready for me to check by the time I get to your desk. 

 do the assignment completely, neatly and correctly to the best of your ability  

 

+ = 100  (HW complete and corrected in class) 

 

   =  70  (HW missing one or two items in the assignment) 

 

- =  50   (HW missing more than two items; HW handed in late) 

 

0  =     0      (HW not completed at all) 

 
II.  QUIZZES 

1. We will have quizzes every few days.  These will be graded out of a possible 100 points.  

(3 quizzes = 1 test)     

2. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to see me about your missed work.  If we had a 

quiz while you were absent, if you do not see me to make it up, it will be a zero.   You’ll 

have one week to see me after your absence to make up the quiz 

3. Quiz scores that are below the grade of 70 may be re-taken after giving advance notice to 

the teacher.  You have one week after the quiz is returned to you to retake it.  The highest 

score you can receive on a retaken quiz is a 70. 

 
III.  TESTS 

1.  We will have a test at the end of almost every chapter.  There will always be a listening   

section, a vocabulary section, a grammar section, a reading section, and a culture section 

(from the book or cultural presentations.)  TESTS COUNT  as 3 QUIZZES. 

2. *Mid-term and final exams are each worth THREE (3) test grades = NINE (9) quiz 

grades.* 

3. If you are absent, you must see me to make up a test or you will an “F”. 

4. Test scores below a 70 may be re-taken after giving advance notice to the teacher.  The 

highest score you can receive on a retaken test is a 70.  You have one week after the test is 

returned to you to retake it.   
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IV.  FRENCH 100% & SPANISH 100% 

We will speak almost 100% French or Spanish in class.  If you speak in English, you will 

lose 2 points off your “EXAMEN DE FRANÇAIS” or your “EXAMEN de ESPAÑOL” for 

the trimester EVERY TIME you SPEAK in ENGLISH.  This is a REAL DOUBLE QUIZ 

GRADE.  Everyone starts with a 70% on this double quiz.  When you say an excellent 

sentence or share some “NOUVELLES” in French or “NOTICIAS” in SPANISH, you will 

receive +2 for this grade.   

 

V. ESSAYS AND SPEAKING ASSESSMENTS 

1. Essays will be assigned for some chapters.  The topic will go along with the theme of the 

chapter.  This will be graded as 2 quizzes.  (1 essay = 2 quizzes)  Essays will be given in two 

parts:  a rough draft and a final version. 

2. For each chapter students will be graded on speaking IN FRENCH or SPANISH.  We will 

practice conversations or short presentations in class.  These will be graded as 2 quizzes.   

       (1 speaking assessment = 2 quizzes) 

 

VI.   RESEARCH PROJECTS  
A test grade will also be given for a research project on a Spanish or French-speaking city.  

It is an oral presentation.  You will speak in Spanish or French for this presentation, but will 

be able to read from note cards.   .   

 

VII.  CLASS CONTRIBUTION & BEHAVIOR GRADE 

At the end of each trimester you will evaluate your OWN READINESS, USE OF 

FRENCH or SPANISH IN CLASS, AND BEHAVIOR.  I will compare your evaluation 

to mine and come up with a DOUBLE QUIZ GRADE for the trimester.  This can have a 

great impact on your grade!!   

 

VIII. EXTRA HELP 

Extra help is encouraged and may be received almost every day from 2:15 to 3:00 in 

room A308 or by appointment.  It is also possible to obtain a peer tutor through the 

National Honor Society.   

 

IX.  CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

1.  Each day, you must bring the following items to class: a 3-ring binder a writing 

utensil, and your homework. 

2. Respect for the teacher, other students, property and yourself is extremely important. 

 

X:  ABSENCES 

If you are absent for any reason, you must assume the responsibility of checking YOUR 

Spanish or French block on the Google Classroom website or check with a classmate about 

assignments, quizzes and tests.  This is best done the night of your absence so that you can be 

prepared for class the next day.  If you can anticipate an absence, talk with your teacher about 

the assignment beforehand.  If you are truly unable to obtain materials or study because of an 

illness, you may bring in a note from home requesting another date.  Depending on the 

circumstances, such requests may or may not be honored.   
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Behavior Plan and Classroom Rules 

 

1. Be respectful:  Respect Mrs. Vosseler, people and property in the classroom. 

Señora or Madame:  Address Mrs. Vosseler as Señora or Madame.  These are authentic 

titles of respect. 

People:  No cursing, teasing, gossiping, tattle tailing, joking negatively or talking 

negatively about anyone. 

Property:  No writing on the board without the teacher’s permission, no sitting on desks, 

no touching anything on the teachers’ desks in Room A308 without permission, no 

opening of filing cabinets, no tampering with the homework board or detention list.  

Absolutely NO writing on desks.  Clean up ALL trash from the floor before leaving the 

classroom. 

 

2. Be attentive:  Follow directions the FIRST time they are given.  No side conversations, 

writing of personal notes.  Follow the “Give Me Five” procedure. 

 

3. Be patient:  Wait for verbal permission from Mrs. Vosseler to speak or to leave your 

seat.  Raise your hand!  Don’t call out!  If you have a question, perhaps a classmate can 

help you.  The teacher will get to you in time. 

 

4. Be aware:  Observe all rules in the student handbook. 

 

5. Be prepared:  Have your binder, a pencil or pen and your homework every day when 

you ARRIVE to class.  Get out your homework and start working on the assignment Mrs. 

Vosseler gives to you as you enter the classroom.  Or, write down the homework 

assignment due the next day that will be written on the board. 

 

If you choose to break one of the above rules: 

**All detentions are in Room A308** 

**Names and checks are erased at 2:15 on Thursdays** 

 

1
st
 time: Name on the board.      Warning and talk to teacher after class. 

2
nd

 time: One check.              A 15 minute detention  

3
rd

 time: Two checks.            A 30 minute detention  

      and a call or e-mail to parents/guardians. 

4
th

 time: Three checks.       A 45 minute detention in  

      and a call or e-mail to parents/guardians. 

5
th

 time: Four checks.      Student is sent directly to the office. 

 

Severe disruptions or disrespect:  A student will be sent immediately to the Middle School 

office.   

 

 

 


